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Chaplain James Sharrett is a native of Dayton, OH.  A 1977 graduate of Dayton Bible College, he received his Master of Arts degree in 1981 and Master of Divinity degree in 1983 at Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, OH.  He is an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church.      

Upon graduation from seminary he joined the Navy and served as a Navy chaplain.  After nine years of active duty service he transferred to the Reserves and returned to pastoral ministry.  For twelve years he served as the senior pastor of the Grace United Methodist Church and three years at Memorial United Methodist church, both in Carey, OH.  In 2007 he was appointed as pastor of the Heath United Methodist Church in Heath, OH.  Following an extended mobilization, in 2010 he was appointed to serve as pastor of the Pataskla United Methodist Church in Pataskla, OH.
In 1983 he was commissioned as a Lieutenant (Junior Grade) in the U.S. Navy and reported to the Navy Chaplains School in Newport, R.I.  His active duty assignments include: Battalion Chaplain, 1st Battalion  7th Marines, Camp Pendleton, CA; Staff Chaplain, Naval Hospital San Diego, CA; Squadron Chaplain, Commander Destroyer Squadron Five, San Diego, CA; and Command Chaplain, USS Duluth LPD-6, San Diego, CA. 

Chaplain Sharrett transferred to the Navy Reserves in 1993.  His Reserve Component (RC)  assignments include:  Command Chaplain, Submarine Base Point Loma, CA;  Supervisory Chaplain, Marine Expeditionary Force Religious 105, Columbus, OH;  Marine Security Force Battalion, Norfolk, VA; Deputy Force Chaplain, Headquarters Marine Corps Force Atlantic, Norfolk, VA;  Director/ Instructor CREST, Marine Corps Base Camp Lejune, NC; Claimant Chaplain (RC) Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED), Washington, DC; Supervisory Chaplain, Sealift Logistics Command Atlantic, Earle, NJ; and Command Chaplain, Commander Naval Forces Europe/Commander Sixth Fleet Det. 802, Atlanta, GA.   In 2008 he was mobilized to serve as Deputy Command Chaplain, US European Command, Stuttgart, Germany.  During that time he was director/ Officer of Primary Responsibility  of the NATO Chaplains Operation Course at the NATO School in Oberammergau, Germany.
He is a veteran of Operation’s Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  In 1998 he was mobilized for Operation Joint Guard in Bosnia, where he served as Deputy Division Chaplain, 1st Armored Division US Army.  In 2003 he was again mobilized in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and served as the Command Chaplain, Naval Hospital Bremerton, WA.  He was the Force Chaplain for Joint Task Force Lebanon aboard USS Mount Whitney during the 2006 Israel/Lebanon crisis.  During the conflict, he provided ministry to U.S. Marines and Embassy personnel at the American Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon.  He has traveled to over 30 foreign countries and has organized Humanitarian Relief/Community Relations ministries in seven countries.
His awards and decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal (1 Gold Star), Army Commendation Medal, Navy & Marine Corp Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal (Bronze Star), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal, NATO Medal, Kuwait Liberation Medal, Saudi Arabia Liberation medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon (5), Navy “E” Ribbon, Fleet Marine Force Medal.

He is married to Jo Lynn Sharrett, who works as Special Needs Coordinator at Community Action Commission/ Head Start in Findlay, OH.  They are the parents of four children and have ten grandchildren.
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